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UK Charity #1152654 
 
 
To: Mr. Cameron Mackintosh, Managing Director, Princes Limited  
cc:  Mr. Tatsuo Okura, Director, Princes Limited 
cc: Mr. Stephen Cardall, Director, Princes Limited 
cc: Mr. Kazuo Ito, Director, Princes Limited 
cc: Mr. Satoshi Nakaniwa, Director, Princes Limited 
cc: Mr. Kazuhito Suematsu, Director, Princes Limited 
cc:  Mr. Akihiko Takada, Director, Princes Limited 
cc:  Mr. Neil Bohannon, Group Director Fish, Princes Group, UK 
cc:  Mr. Ken Murphy, CEO, Tesco PLC 
cc:   Mr. Simon Roberts, CEO, Sainsbury’s 
 
 
via post and e-mail 
 

18 August 2022 
 

Re: Princes Limited & Sustainability (Sharks, Rays and Turtles) 
 

Dear Mr. Mackintosh, 
We are writing to you with regards to Princes Limited’s commitment to sustainability. 
Princes Limited is one of the world's leading food brands, and we applaud your stated commitment 
to sustainable development. We also appreciate your Mitsubishi parent group’s unique Three 
Corporate Principles of ‘Shoki Hoko’, ‘Shoji Komei’ and ‘Ritsugyo Boeki’. 
We are carrying out an environmental audit to better understand whether sharks and other endangered 
marine species are being caught up in the wild capture stage of the supply chains of various global 
food manufacturers and processors. By limiting our initial research to the Indian Ocean region only, 
we have identified from your website that Princes Limited sources tuna from questionable suppliers 
that employ harmful drifting Fish Aggregating Devices (dFADs) in their fishing operations.  
Our research has found that one of your principal suppliers, OPAGAC (also known as AGAC), a 
Spanish conglomerate of large tuna fishing companies that uses purse seine fishing nets associated 
with dFADs in the Indian Ocean, unsustainably harvests tuna from the so-called Sustainable Indian 
Ocean Tuna Initiative (SIOTI) Fishery Improvement Project (FIP) –which Princes Limited sources 
much of its tuna from and is a founding member. According to the SIOTI FIP webpage on 
FisheryProgress.org, this disastrous FIP has no harvest strategy, no harvest control rules, and zero 
tools in place to ensure sustainable fish stocks: 
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(Data extracted from ‘Improvement Progress’ page of Indian Ocean tuna - purse seine (SIOTI) webpage on FisheryProgress.org) 
 
According to human-observer data covering the four-year period from 2015 to 2018, as extracted 
from page 143 of AGAC’s ‘Four Oceans Integral Purse Seine Tropical Tuna Fishery (Indian 
Ocean) Announcement Comment Draft Report’ which was posted on the MSC’s ‘Track A Fishery’ 
website on 21 August 2020, your supplier OPAGAC caught a staggeringly high number of 
vulnerable, endangered, threatened and protected shark, ray and turtle species during that four year 
period: 
 

Shark/Ray/Turtle 
Common Name 

Shark/Ray Scientific 
Name 

Tonnes 
(Estimated total 

weight of catch (t) 
based on ratio of 

skipjack tuna 
observed catch to 

skipjack tuna 
logbook catch, 

annually.) 

International Union for 
the Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN) Red List 
Status 

Silky shark Carcharhinus 
falciformis 

471 Vulnerable (decreasing) 

Giant Oceanic Manta Ray Manta birostris 28 Endangered (decreasing) 

Whale shark Rhincondon typus 23 Endangered (decreasing) 

Bull shark Carcharhinus leucas 18 Vulnerable (decreasing) 

Non-identified shark Requin non identifié 12 N/A 

Oceanic whitetip shark Carcharhinus 
longimanus 

13 Critically Endangered 
(decreasing) 

Devil rays Mobula sp. 5 Vulnerable/Endangered 
(decreasing) 

Spinetail Devil Ray Mobula japonica 2 Endangered (decreasing) 

Olive Ridley Sea Turtle Lepidochelys olivecea 1 Vulnerable (decreasing) 

Loggerhead Sea Turtle Caretta caretta 1 Vulnerable (decreasing) 
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Looking at the above table, and taking silky sharks as an example, 471 tonnes of silky sharks 
extrapolates to a staggering 9,420 individual animals (based on an average body weight of twenty 
kilograms for a juvenile silky shark). This is shocking, and overall, it is estimated that between 
480,000 to 960,000 juvenile silky sharks are entangled, and subsequently slaughtered, each year in 
Indian Ocean dFADs. (Filmalter et al. 2013). This is an unmitigated, yet largely unwitnessed, 
environmental disaster, and our aim is to highlight this ecological carnage to the public. 
 
Turning to a currently bleak future – unless your company acts – according to a recent report of the 
Scientific Committee of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC), “the increase in [yellowfin 
tuna] catches in recent years has substantially increased the pressure on the Indian Ocean stock, 
resulting in fishing mortality exceeding the [maximum sustainable yield] MSY-related levels”. This 
suggests that bycatch numbers will also be driven by OPAGAC and others to increase dramatically. 
These are the very same Indian Ocean purse seine fishing companies that Princes Limited source 
enormous quantities of unsustainable tuna from. Therefore we strongly urge your company to please 
stop immediately sourcing from OPAGAC, and others like them, with immediate effect. 

 
Furthermore, dFADs are causing untold damage to coral reefs and beaches around the Indian Ocean 
due to plastic pollution from abandoned, lost, and discarded dFADs. This is yet another unfolding 
environmental disaster that Princes Limited is linked to through OPAGAC. (Burt et al. 2020) 
Therefore, and unless your company can provide us with any credible information to the contrary, we 
believe that it is safe to assume that British consumers buying Princes tuna in UK supermarkets (such 
as Tesco and Sainsbury’s) are unwittingly contributing to vast amounts of plastic pollution, as well 
as the decimation of several vulnerable, endangered, threatened and protected shark, ray, and turtle 
populations in the Indian Ocean. 
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To that extent, and based on the information above, we urgently call on Princes Limited to apply its 
Three Corporate Principles by pledging to us, and our tens of thousands supporters worldwide, that 
it will conduct its sourcing operations in a truly sustainable fashion (and in line with United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goal #14) by stopping its sourcing of tuna from harmful fisheries that use 
environmentally destructive dFADs with immediate effect. 

 
 

 
(Source: https://issuu.com/princes6/docs/princes-business-report-2021-2022-iii) 

 

 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Alex Hofford 
Marine Wildlife Campaigner and Trustee 
alex.hofford@sharkguardian.org 
Tel: +447366200761 
Shark Guardian - Shark & Marine Conservation Worldwide (UK Charity #1152654) 
www.sharkguardian.org 


